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a. [X_JRARE OR WNUSUAL RZCOD [ N=J STATE AZCO:D [(3CJACCEPTED [ | REJECTEIYN)

Species: __Hed-throated Toon Gavia stellata -

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s): 27 October 1976 Time Bird Seen:__ 12:3Q Pl £0 e 1 Bl
Locality: Sloan's Iake R L
llearest Town: Denver o Comnty: Denver

Other observers who independently identified this bird:
HAME ADDRESS TELEFHGINZE
Van Remsen, John Coover, Patty “chelmever, Don Thatcher

Optical Equirnent: 7 X 5C binoculars; 3°L 1°-40Y Zoom telescopne

If photographed, type of equipment used: - S

Light Corditions: ' Xcellent: sun shining on the bird Irom Denind me

Distance from bird (how measured): Ionimum estimated distance-200 ft,

Number of Birds 3een: | Sex: ? Plumage:_Adult-intermediate between breecding _

and nonbreeding plumage
Descrite the bird's overall. behavior and demeenor:
the bird was observed swimming and diving in relatively shallow water at the northwest
comer of the lake, once seen +o0 rear un and stretch its wings

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shane, plurage and color-pattern,
Includ: details on shape of bill, :inzs and teil, Give paticular emphasis to the marks
you used to identifly the bird, neference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
A quite smllish loon, Swam very low in water, with head and bill pointed upward,
3111 moderate in lencth, rather thin, writh an anele on lower randible, grayish in
color, Forhead, crown, nane and back of neck gray, very fuzzily merings with white
on throat and fron of neck, A darker sravish area on the front of neck, with a bit
of reddish-browm color irmed ately above and sone grayish line below it(remmants of
the breeding olumage), BRack and wings gray, with numerous, small white snots,
Jead 'iith a rather flat,d oving forehead, coming to a peck at the rear of the crown

£ Arvram



Describe the bird!s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i,e,, from
perch, in flight, etc:

Hone

Describe the habitat in which you observed tnis bird:
Moderate-sized lake in city vnarl,

How were similarly anpearing species eliminated?

Common Loon-tuch larger, with a Zth"ﬂ“, thiek bill, not strongly gray, does not havs
tiny white spots on back and wings, different nead shape(rather souare), doesh't
hold head and bill at an upward angle(altosether a2 different apnearing bird),

Arctic Loon-oqmewnau larrer, holds bill straight out, not upward, not streongly gray
(brown instead), lacks white snots of back 1nd wings, different head shame (even! L3
rounded, not fWCJ zornhegd and peaked crown), sharoer sepration of colors on head
neck, stays in deeper mater(the Arctic Loon L.-t was on Sloan's lake :nly a few davs
earlier remained out in the middle of the lake, whereas as the Red-throated seldonm
strayed more than a few hundred yards from shore-a feeding separation also noticeable
on the coast),

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess
I have seen Conn01 Loons a number of times in Colorado, in both breeding and nonnreémnng
plumage, I have Arctic Loons in nonbreeding plumage on a number of occasions(5-6 birds
in Colorado, nlus many in nonbredding plumage on the California coast. I have seen
Red-throated Loons in nonbreeding nlumage on the California coast, but never before in
Colorado,

Books, illustrations and advice ccnsulted and how d:d these influence this docurentation?
Field guides verified observation,

This report was written fron notes made durirg after X observation; from menory

PRTIT HAME:__lckert Androus SIGNATURE: ﬁ{,é—gt Qiﬂréf@mﬂg. 27 Ond 1974

S:; reet R(.ldreSs- ]1(“0 QO T-r‘ﬁrr Hw . lovm an.d S-tate Den%&-cojo -.10221' ZIP=

vwn to: JACK REDDALL - LL50 South Alton Street, Englewood, Colorado 80110




COLORADO FIELD OXTITIOLOGISTS - 31T 15500 == CIC-CRC FILI N0, 1=76-106
[X_JRARE OR UI{USUAL RECORD [ N STATE RECOTD (XJaccepTaD [ ] REJE
Snesjess RED=THROATED LOON Gavia stellata

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s): Opggper 27, 1974 ime Bird Seen:_3:30 P.M, to 4330 P M, =MDT
Locality: Sloan's Lake R T
llearest Town:_Denver . County:. Denver

Other observers wiio independently identified this bird:

NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Van Remsen - 7160 West 9th Place, Lakewood, Colorado 80215
John R, Cooper = 1041 Field Street, Lakewood, Colorado 30215

Opnital Equinnent: 10X50 Bushnell Binoculars; 15X=-60X Zoom Telescope
If photographed, tyve of equipnent used:
Light Conditions:_ Bright sunlight directly upon bird at times.

Distance Irom bird (how measursd): Variable: 300 yards to 150 feet

—-—--—.--u——--.__-_._-—.--.---—-——----———-.-...——-——..—-.-—‘

Nunber of Birds Seen: One Sex: _Unknown _ Plumage: Breeding adult changing to winter
plumage (about three=fouths compiete)

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor:

First observed as it swam about 100 feet off of the boat dock on the north end of lake.
Immediately began diving, moving very quickly away from observer to the far side (south-
west corneﬁ of the lake and directly into the sun. Bird was observed for about twenty
minutes in this area with only the silhouette to study, Bird continued to dive and move
about during this time, Ultimately, bird began to drift over to west side of lake near
Sheridan Blvd, Observer moved over to west side of lake and was able to get to within
150 feet of bird as it began to preen. It rolled over on its side several times as preened,
Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, nluriage and color-patiern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis +o the marks
you used to identiflyy the bird, ieference to its resemblance in field guide descrintions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:

An obvious loon and equally obvious a small loon with very slender bill, Head, small and
rounded (not "squared" as in Common Loon), Bill, slender, pointed and:slightly upturned

at tip; gray in color, Forehead, top of head, back of neck, gray., Face and chin, white,
Throat mostly white, However, there was still a rather marked smudge of rust (or reddish)
present on the side of throat, Contrast between head and batk of neck with face and

throat not nearly as proncunced as in Arctic Loan (in winter plumage), Breast and belly,
white {which glistened in sunlight as bird turned on its side to preen), Back, light gray
with small white spots which were not easy to see unless the bird turned just right, 1If

I had been closer to the bird this mark probably would have been more easily seen, However,
to my best recollection at the time of viewing, the back of this bird was considerably
lighter than that I have observed in winter plumaged Arctic Loons. Wings, gray and without
a white patch (as in grebes), Sides (area just below wings as bird sat on water) also gray.




Describe the bird!'s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e., from
perch, in flisht, etcs

The bird was silent,

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:

Small freash water lake in metropolitan area adjacent to busy thoroughfare.

How were similarly appearirs species eliminated?
Arctic Loon (non=breeding): About same size., Has relatively straight, slender bill

which does not give upturned appearance, Has soft gray head in fall (birds
I have seen here in Colorado through early December) usually edged in black
along side of neck which gives an appearance of sharply lined point of
demarcation between face and throat (white) and crown and side of neck (dark).
Back, wings and tail much darker than crown and back of neck, Upon close
examination, feathering on back will show pale edgings versus small white
spotting of Red=-throated Loon.

Common Loon (Non-breeding): Much larger. Much more massive bill which is straight.
White in face extends well up beyond (over) eye; more diffusion hetween
gray crown and back of neck with face and throat region. Head shape
entirely different thar either Red-throated Loon or Arctic. Loon (is more
"squa:zed off"),

Yellow=billed Loon (non-breeding): Has massive light, upturned bill; is large like
Common Loon., Inland records in lNorth America below northern Canada are
extremely few and therefore this species would not be likely to be encount=-
ered in Colorado,

Grebes: All are much smaller and with the exception Pied=billed have white wing patches.
Tor experience with this and similarly appearing speciess

Have seen all four North American Loons (three in Colorado), Very familiar with Red-
throated and Common Loons from the Atlantic Ocean off Long Island where both of these
species winter in good numbers (can see as many as 100 per day with a little effort).
Have seen many hundreds of Arctic Loons in winter off Seattle, Washington and the
northern California coast, Seen Yellow=billed Loon once at Moss Landing, California.
Also have seen all North American Grebes in good numbers. One previous record of Reds
throated Loon for Colorado-December 15, 1973,

Boolts, illustraticns and advice consulted and how did these influence this docurentation?
Standard Field Guides substantiated sighting,

This report was written from notes made during X after X observation; from memory
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Speciess o4 o
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Norme-use binomial)
Date(s): _ : Time Bird Seen:_. 3 _%e. L2 i
Locality:  Sicas's Lake ) — —————————————
llearest Town: : ic County: L
Other observers who independently identified this bird:
NAME . _ ADDRESS TELEPHONE
[nahe t S el reey T heddal |
Opta.cal Equlnnen‘t.______ X, 1e -
If photozrarhed, tyve of equa.pnen{; used- becl 2 ehcten bt at adobonc Lo dibe bloue b be
Light Conditionss: .- | TR e | . . "

Distance from bird (how neasnred)
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Mumber of Birds Seen: ! Sex: Plimage ;s
1ag

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor: 'v-

Describe in great detajl the bird's size, overszll shape, nlumage and colcr-pattern.
Include details. on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular erphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, keference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:

'|“| r 1 ¥ T . g b 1

P+

(OVER)



" Describe the bird!'s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e., from
perch, in flight, etc:

Describe the habitet in which you observed this birds

How were similarly appearing species eliminated?

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing species:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these inliuence this documentetion

°
iw

This report was written from notes made during  after observation; from memory
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Spectes; _ RED=THROATED LOON l Gavia stellata
(Vernacular lame) (Scientific Name-use b:.nirf.
---------------------------- FO“‘- mm-e" 4-—]&:(9\ - "IJ-I/‘- MJ ﬁ £
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Describe in great detail the bﬁi's size, overall shape, plunage and color-pattern,
Include details_on shape of bill, rings a:d wil, Give nar.lcm. r emchasis to the marks
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" Describe the bird!s seng or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in flight, etcs
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