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COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS
Sight Record Form

Species™ Eurasian wigeon
Scientific Name: Anas penelope

Date of Occurrence: 14 December 1999

Number of Birds Seen: 1

Sex: Male

Plumage: Approaching adult breeding plumage with a few traces of eclipse plumage remaining.

Location: Edora Park in Fort Collins, Larimer Co., Colorado. Specifically the bird was along Spring
Creek which runs west to east through the park. It is an urban park dominated by bluegrass
lawns and softball diamonds. These open areas seem to attract feeding flocks of American
wigeons and for the past few years, at least one male Eurasian wigeon. The park is located
between Prospect Ave. on the north and Stuart St. on the south and Riverside on the east and
Welch Ave. on the west.

Elevation: Approximately 5,000 feet.
Habitat: Spring Creek bisects the park and is narrow, shallow and silt-bottomed. It never completely
freezes. The creek is surrounded by a few ornamental trees and expanses of bluegrass lawn

and softball fields. See the location description also.

Time of Observation: 0930

Length of Observation: Continuously for about 5 minutes.

Other Observers: I observed the bird independently, but immediately notified Joe Mammoser and the
Colorado Rare Bird Alert. I assume there will be a few other observers at later times.

Light Conditions: The viewing conditions were good. The sun was not yet too high and there was no
glare on the water. There were no clouds. I was looking to the east-northeast and the
sun was to the south of me.

Optical Equipment Used: Minolta 10 x 45 binoculars.

Distance from the Bird: 35 to 45 yards.

Photography: None

Describe the Bird’s Behavior: The bird was mingling with approximately 60 American wigeons and
swimming actively in Spring Creek. The wigeon were alert and I think eager to fly to the big lawns and
feed. They seemed to be waiting for several dogs that were running off-leash in the park to leave.

Description of the Bird: The bird had a chestnut-colored head with a small golden-yellow patch of
feathering on the center of the forehead above the blue bill. It did not extend onto the crown, but stopped
Jjust above the eye. The eye area had some dark mottling but it was not very extensive and was somewhat



difficult to detect. An abrupt line of demarcation separated the chestnut head and neck from the pinkish
breast. The body was grayish with a few spots of reddish coloration at the top and rear of the flanks. [
believe these were remnants of the eclipse plumage. The white wing coverts were obvious on the resting
bird. The scapulars were gray. The flank was separated from the ventral region by a white patch. The
vent an@ppertail coverts were mostly black but retained a few white feather edgings from eclipse
plumage.

Elimination of Similar Species: Elimination of similar species was pretty straightforward. The chestnut
head with gold-yellow forehead patch eliminates American wigeon, as do the pinkish breast and gray
sides. The blue bill with a black tip eliminates green-winged teal as do the aforementioned characters. It
was also larger than a teal. No other species have the combination of chestnut head, pinkish breast, gray
sides, black and white ventral region, and the gold-yellow forehead/crown patch.

Prior experience with this and similar species: [ have seen several male Eurasian wigeons at this location
over the last several years. One year there were two male Eurasian wigeons here. I have seen them at
other locations in Fort Collins as well. I saw another male Eurasian wigeon at Hiram Prince Res. north of
Lafayette in 1992 and one west of Brighton in 1994 . I have lots of experience with American wigeons,
teal and other ducks throughout the western United States.

References Consulted at the Time of Observation: None

References Consulted after Observation: Waterfowl 1988. Madge and Burn.

This report was written between 1000 and 1110 on 14 December 199§. It was completed within 2 hours
of the observation of the bird. It was done from memory. No field notes were taken.

David C. Ely
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Species: Eurasian Wigeon
Number: | mate
Location: Edora Park, Fort Collins, Larimer Co., CO
Habitat: $hallow creck
Date: 24 January 1998
Time: 1:05-1:20 p.mL
Observer; Stephen |. Dinsmore 612 2 West Magnolia $t. Fort Collins, CO 80521
Others who saw bird(s); m.ob.

Description of hird(s): The bird was with a small flock of American Wigeon feeding in the small creek.
Size and shape were similar to those of an Amerntcan Wigeon. The bill was very short and stubby and
bluish-gray with a black tip. The head was red with a cream-colored forehead and crown. Other
features noted included the gray sides, mantle, and scapulars, black vent, dull reddish-brown breast.
and white belly. There were some dark flecks on the breast, indicating the bird had not completed the
molt to alternate plumage. I saw no indication that the bird had a captive origin, e.g. no bands or
unusually tame behavior,

Similar species and how eliminated: American Wigeon is the only similar duck and was separated on the
basis of the head pattern and color of the mantle and sides.

Previous experience with species: [ have seen numerous Eurasian Wigeon in Massachusetts, North
Carolina, and California, plus singles in lowa and Colorado.

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with the sun behind me. Estimated
viewing distance was 50 feet. [ used 10x42 binoculars.

References consulied: none

How long before field notes written? none written
How long before this form completed? written 24 Januarv 1998
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