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COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - STGHT RECORD REPORT CFO-ORC FILE No, 56=75-1L8

Speciess PURPLE FINCH ' | _Cerpodacus purpureus

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s):_October 21i-26, 1975 Time Bird Seen:_ 2 PM t0..2210 PM_
Locality: Barr Lake |
Nearest Towuns__ Brighton County s _idams

- -Other observers who independently identified this birds

NAME ADDRESS - TELEPHONE
None 8 i

-bptlcal Equipment s Y £ 50 binoculars
1f photographed, tYPe of equlpment usedo
L),gh'b Condl“blons o e
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Number of Birds Seen:. 1 Sex: 2 Plumage :_Female ov ﬁmmatﬁwé

Describe the bird!s overall behavior and demeanor:
Bird was first seen hovering briefly in front of cottomvood twig, then flew into a
low willow shrub(about 10'off the ground buf about 5 feet below me as I was above
the shrub), where it fed for several minubths, Bird then flew onto the lowest branches
of a huge dead cottonwood tree, where in perched in shade for several mlnutes before
flylng osf, at that point about 30 feet off the ground,

Describe in great detall the bird's size, overall shspe, plumage and color-patitern.
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail. Give paticular emphasis to the marks -
you used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field gulde deseriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
Crown and nape dark brown, with small darker streaks just barely v1s:.b1e0 Back
darkish brown, with a few indistinct paler streaks on the back, Wing brown, with
some pale edgings, mostly small, some arranged into two weak, incongpicuous wingbars.
Rump and tail not seen, Auricular area with a strongly and sharply defined dark..
brown pateh, Strongly defined, white superciliary line, more pronounced posterior
to the eye than anterior to it. Throat white, with a strong browmish malar stripe.
Breast, sides, upper belly(as far as the 1egs)wh1tlsh, with a grayish-sandy wash,
with numerous fairly wide, not strognly defined streaks, Belly and flanks(from legs
back)and undertail coveris pure white, completely unmarked, contrasting in those 2
resperts with the rest of the underparts, Bill short, thick, me® color not noted
specifically, legs not descrlbed in my fleld notes.

(OVYER)



Describe the bird's song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e., from
perch, in flight, ebcs :
None (unfortunately)

Describe the habitat in which you observed this birds
Cottonwood-willow growth bordering large irriga.tion reservoir on agricultural plains,

How were similarly appearing species eliminabted?

House Finch-completely lacks any face pattern, generally different in appearnce,
Cassin's Finch-face pattern less sharfgly defined, crown and auricular area not as
dark. Lacks strong malar stripe., Undertail coverts noté white and unmarked

(unmarked undertail coverts apparently diagnostic of Purple). Back darker(less
whitish arveas)in Purple than Cassin's,

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciesz
Have seen Purple(mostly females or immatures)several times in Michigan and California,
Have seen Cassin's a number of times in Colorado(including females, immatures).

Have seen House Finch very meny times(all plumages).,

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?

Standard field guides suppor‘béd my identification with respect to face pattern, but they
make no%.mention(one way or the other)of undertail covergs. '
Bruce Webb of Boulder was talked to, he felt the bird that I described was a Purple,

. >Cil i -t to unmarked wndertail covebts(which he said are diagnoctic of P
This %&;‘%’Sf.%a%% %E}%tggsg‘?‘gﬁ notes mg.léee duri%g y after observation; from memory . \*
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