CFO ORC File # 23-80-17
APPENDIX IL .

DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTINGS

el FOR /
& THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS A 1

Species:_Mew Gull :
(Vernacular name) (Scientific name)

I1f you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of
your observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,
and would like to share this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilers of regional bird lists must insist that their records de scientifi-
cally sound; future bird students --'those studying occurrences 50 years

from now -- must have a written record on which to.depend. By providing

the verifying written description, ybu are employing a basic rule of the
scientific method. *

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide imporctant and
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
‘this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the
future. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer. :

pates (s): 7 March 1980 Time Bird Seen: 1315 toe 1600

Locality : Sloan's Lake, Denver, Coloradc

Nearest town, county and state:

Optical equipment: 8,5 x 40 Swift binoculars: 20 x wige apzle lens on a
Bushnell Spacemaster II Spotting Scope
1f photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used:_gee Poh Rozinski

Mixed: Aspects of jJuv
Number of birds seen:_1 __ Sex:_? ___ Plumage:_gnd 1st _winter

Light conditions: poor (overcast) to fair (partially clearing)

Distance from bird, and how measured: 20 meters !g}!gsstimated)

Describe the bird's overall behavior: Loafing on sw edge of lake with
40 Ring-billed Gulls. Bird was fairly aggressive in accosting other
birds with food. Sensitiveto human approach (i.e. it would fly away
and circle oftenending up in another apart of the lake. Solitary at tim
Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird: Open urban lake; edges
bordered in places by sedges. Islands served as refuges for gulls-
and ducks.

Other observers who independently identified this bird (Please list name and
address):
Robert Andrews, 130sIvy Way, Denver, Colorado 8022L

Charles Chase, 1380 Brown Cirecle, Boulder, Colo. 80303
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APPENDIX II Continued

Describe in great detail the bird which you saw. Emphasize particularly the

: field marks used to identify the bird, but include a complete description

e of the bird. Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details
on shape or size of bill, wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to
field guide descriptions is not enough). Describe what you actually saw in

. the field.
— 3ize: 10-15% smaller than most Ring-billed Gulls present; head smaller, bill
10% shorter and much shallower. Comparisons of leg, tail, wing lengths
not made by this observer.

Shaps:bill quite stralght, pointed; lower mandible showed no contours. Entir:
length of bill was shallow. Head from distance app=ared roundad, but
closer examinatlon showed very slightly flattened crown; forshead
slope (and poor light) made it difficult to distinguish where bill
began and reathers ended. Neck more slender in proportion to size
differences between R-b and this gull. (Detadled description cont. p.3)

Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--
i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.: No vocalizations heard ‘

|
|

List similar species and how you eliminated them: From Ring-billed Gull
Bill: shorter, much shallower, no swelling nr. tip of lower mandible
Size: smaller, more petite Head markings: more extensive, darker
than on comparably plumaged Ring-bills Rump and Tall band: much more
heavily speckled brown with much broader (extending 3 way up tail) band.
Posture in water: smaller, proportionately more of posterior 3 of bird
ralsed out of water. Paddled and turned at a much more rapid rate,

Prior experience with this and similar species:

Lots of Ring-billed Gulls observed in Colorado and California where both
Mew Gulls and R-b's simultaneously observed in February 1980, Notes on
observed differences taken at this time in California.

This report was written from notes made duringm’osklgfter observation;

from memory X g few.

Name (print) : __ Mark Holmgren (most notes made in conjunction with
Robert Andrews)
- Mailing address: 1915% Goss Street

2et, Boulder, Colorado 80302
Signature: IE\\ 0——£Q l}l o—gk-ku— s B/C'I/S’O

Return Form To:

CFO Records Committee

c/o Curator - Dept. of Zoological Collections
Denver Museum of Natural History

Cicy Park

Denver, CO 80205
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{’ DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIAD SIGHTINGS
D-scrlption of Bird (continued) Head:
. Forecrown unstrsaked just above base of blll. Brownisn-zray

soft, blurry streaking extending from (rear) crown to upper nape.
Lower nape plain brown, marbled, not streaked. Blackish
vertical line bshind eye vosterior to which was a paler area,
The net effect of this was an indistinct shadow of a nood anterior
ts thils 1line. Throat white, Bra2ast s33antially whita with sona
biurring and clouding toward sid=2s. 3elly snowsd brownisnh gray
(more brown) dunlin-likxe patch. Underftall coverts rathsr stronzly
barred brown. Back: unmarked gray. Winzs: when folded showed
uniform light tan-brown, primarles darker. When extended they
were more uniform; less contrast between primaries and scapulars.
In flight they showed a pale silvery flash in the inmer 2-3 pri- -
maries. Underwings were uniform dark silver. Rump: heavily
speckled witn brown (chavrons?) which continued to base of tail.
Tail: thin buffy tlps to each tall feather. Broad sub-terminal
band extending more than 3 of the distancs to the bass of the
tail. Eye and area around 1t were dark. Legs gray above tlblo-
tarsel joint; paler below joint (perhaps pinkish-gray). Bill:
bicolored; proximal 1/3 grayish, distal 2/3 blackish. The distinctlon
between thesa two areas very poorly defined.
Secondaries showed a blackish-brown terminal bar. Carpal bar not

(‘ observed, although it may have bean present,

(\



CFO-ORC FILE #23'80"17

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLCGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM

_ NEW STATE RECORD | X UNUSUAL RECORD J
( Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: /]gw GueLl l Larus canus brachvrhynchus

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific N&me)

pate(s):__7 March (970

Number cf birds seen: / Sex: 2 Plumage: [ inter

Locality: Shan's Lake Elevation: 5200’

Nearest town: LDenver County: Denver

C

~

Time(s) observed: -~ (400

Buration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.) About [ hour

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
Charles Chase
mark /-/o/mjren

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
!)er obsevvers .

Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strength of light):
Somebmes with Sun Sﬁf'n;nj en bird fem behind obg&f‘v'cf!" ﬁeﬂt‘.’f"ﬂ/fjf pyercesT

Optical equipment use” (e.g. power, types): 75 -gpox felescope | /o X So bipogulars

‘Bl&tﬁ_n__gg, and how measured: h’ll_m' U m esﬁmgf:gf 50f
aks % photograﬁhed‘, type of equipment and film:
Who else photographed the bird? Bob Aozin ki

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
Obsevved in a Flock At abeut Go A’.'ng_. billed Gulls - Seen -@g{f,yl stercdirg or Wd—fél’i'ﬁ

shore of the foke. Occasienall “ -ﬁ;y‘;r

ressive Pward individoat ﬁ(lﬂﬁ- billed

on Gross laun ar é‘cffg;e of Joke or cale
over the /a-/hi’.J or sf?'}‘f;? en lake. 0cca31‘¢=n¢fé'{ 2gyg
Gulls, seemed wwarice than the r?ivg]_ billed Gudls

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks ycu used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and illus-
trations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observed in the field:
Head: crown and nope brawmsh-‘jraﬂ wiHh soft b{um/ _'rf'.fcakin on the crown ard eytfendina o
Yo the upper nope. Forecroun whibsh with Sh*e_al:t'ng cenbuug almest ¥ Yhe bose cf Hhe
bill oot unstreated mmediely abkove T Indistincd verhcod streak fom jusT aboe ard
behind eye {0 scde o cmun (acrose croum urde-{-e,rmim{i). Lowser nape r:/m'v\ broce,
unstreakel but 50“‘7 marbled .
ThroaTl : white, unmarted
Breast. white, with grayish olurring and cloudi foward the <idec
BC-UT: *Clrﬁjé'; bnm—gfﬂ‘f "“-&lﬂ (D!Jl'\{"‘-[l.‘le)’ wila whihsh flanks
Undertall covests' brawunizh, ah-nrjﬂ'l:i marbled and borred
Back: gray. unmarked
f:oldec_{ wingys uniform Lttt e or bu(-‘(-lf- brpwn (pale qrourd coloer with underm  pattern of
5,1.%htkf darker marky). Primanes appeared o he rker broun (Parﬂy due + H.'ug of wmﬂs)
U Fgr"du-l covert ard rumfvf whihsh base color, ver fﬂc’dbrI'Y barred or mared with daric brauwn
T‘;}:.‘f: almest er\hrel.»{ dark brown ,unmarked ; some paler area (heavly morked) ot~ base of et |
(imbr © and Contuuocus with mmp); cach vectyix hpped with bmq:-’r ’f'md'u“"j a very narmw

u dermi band.
'qﬁ‘tf erminal ban —



Description, (continued)

Upperwings in FlaahT: unovm buﬁtf~]:>nwn.wn“\ primartes somewhet darter (bot no strzig

condrast)) broumish subterminal ar on <e cawdcnes,“fai’e f,;'fugy.y Pa.fnl'ﬂ on mner PV

{,{hderu.;ings 8 a'gkl'.- unénem deejo Omuf-.-;{{u'ew“

E\fﬂ.’ (furkt { m _b cﬂ o 3

Legs: Color ddfficuit discern doe 4o overcast sky, appeared to be gray abevs hbio-tmrcal \ouc
J and Someichal Pcu‘er(puka.ps Pinhsl\) below it s : 9= " pil <]

BEH Celor: dls*a.i.;/é. block ‘pmxrmod 73 pa!'e e , Certherst net Jharp or Consﬁr:cuoq_s ;

Bl shape: comewchat fcn@sh&u‘r exact length ?if-@i"ga{'r to deteymive because pale base and whihish
featheys ot base made i hadd 1o dell Whewe b/l Started | cfefr*fn of bill quite shallow Cp{fha‘o_r
only % of most L. delawcensis), no ciscemible genys

Head shape: small mounded with ceun yvery .sl'r'jmlr Flattered and a bit more slope Hforecroum
+han en L. delawarensis.

Postuve , overail q_Ppmrunceldef{ Simaclley and denhey than all L. delawarenss (ad. 2 imm ) uith whih.
it Wos Compared . Tn Lln'ﬁlﬂ‘, dfsh‘nc‘H'j swaller with Mmore ropid ‘F‘t‘stﬂ: Tars ’oo.sxnéf less FHhrek.
Wingy (tal, lergih and sha not cempared. Generally more remiscent of PBonaportels than &Kis

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, includinhg method of delivery, (i.e. from .

|.Ma'|.€.s

perch, in flight, duration): Gleven pigecn or dove-lie) espacially wiib regared % headd ond bl
On +&r : ju ' :
Aoss wa¥r, bcdy rode hfjhar 1 Tvattr (614{’. the jia.ﬂer?cf)

than did L. delawarensss,

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
Urban lake in ’om-}(

How did you eliminate similarly appearing specieé?
See atfachment

what is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?

Ex tensive ex/peiien:e e A"jnj_-éf'//ec(
many Meco G6ulls sern iy Calforuea. 973,978

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this
influenced your identification:

a) at time of observation: stmdard feld gurcdes

b) after observation: The Gulls of the World (Dwight ;1925 ¢ Bull . AMNH 5‘2:&3—?01)',
Laur and Spences, 1950, A method Hr sepomb _]u-u'encd and frst-winter fiyﬁ-biﬂeﬁ
Gull (Larus delawarensis ) and Cemmem Gulls (Lanws canus), Amer. Birds 34 11117
This report was written from notes made during X , after observation; from memory i

Date and time report was written: 25 October 1950

Reporting observer: Ro bert Andrews Signature: Falot Nudiciig
Address: 3260 (. Hth Pve #1yy, Renyer. (plorado o204

All reports will be maintained permanently at the address below. ‘

Return to: CURATCR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY,
CITY PARK -
DENVER, COLORADO 80205



CFO ORC File # 23-80-17
APPENDIX II ;

DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTINGS
FOR

{4 s THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS 4
&
Species: Mew Gull H Larus canus
(Vernacular name) (Scientific name)

I1f you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of
your observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something vnusual,
and would like tn share this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilars of regional bird lists must insist that their records de scientifi-
cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years

from now -- must have a written record on which to.depend. By providing

the verifying written description, ybu are employing a basic rule of the
scientific method. ' ' . .

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide importrant and
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying descriprion. Thus
‘this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete -
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the
future. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer. : g

Dates (s): 7 Narch 1980 Time Bird Seen: 1315 to 1500

Locality : Sloan's lake, Denver, Colorade

Nearest town, county and state:

Optical equipment: 8.5 x 40 Swift binoculars: 20 x wigde anzle lens on a
Bushnell Spacemaster II Spotting Scope -
If photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used:_gee Poh Rozinskd

Mix=sd: Asp=cis of juv

Number of birds seen:_1 Sex:_ ? Plumage:_and 13b _winter

Light conditions: poor (overcast) to fair (partially clearing)

Distance from bird, and how measured: 20 meters (guesstimated)

Describe the bird's overall behavior: Loafing on sw edge of lake with
40 Ring-billed Gulls. Bird was fairly aggressive in accosting other
birds with food. Sensitiveto human approach (i.e. it would fly away
and circle oftenending up in another apart of tne lake. Solitary at times

Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird: Open urbtan lake; edges

bordered in places by sedges. Islands served as refuges for gulls-
and ducks.

Other observers who independently identified this bird (Please list name and
address):

Robert Andrews, 13Hoslvy Way, Denver, Colorado 8022L

Charles Chase, 1380 Brown Circle, Bonlder, Colo. 201303
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- : APPENDIX II Continued

Describe in great detail the bird which you saw. Emphasize particularly the

Fieas
?{r field marks used to identify the bird, but include a complece description
of the bird. Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details
on shape or size of bill, wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to
field guide descriptions is not enough). Describe what you actually saw in
the field.

Size: 10-15% smaller than most Ring-billed Gulls present; head smaller, bill
107 shorter and much shallower. Comparisons of leg, tail, wing lengths
not made by this observer.

Shape:bill quite straight, pointed; lowsr mandibla showad no contours. Entirs
langth of bill was shallow. Hsad Trom distancs app=arsd rounda2d, but
closer examination showad very slightly flattened crown; forshead
slope (and poor light) made it difficult to distinguish where bill
began and reathers ended. Neck more slsnder in proportion to size
differences between R-b and this gull. (Detailed description cont. p.3)

Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--
i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.: No vocalizations heard

~ List similar species and how you eliminated them: From Ring-billed Gull
Bill: shorter, much shallower, no swelling nr. tip of lower mandible
Slze: smaller, more petite Head markings: more extensive, darker
than on comparably plumaged Ring-bllls Rump and Tail band: much more
heavily speckled brown with much broader (extending 5 way up taill) band.
Posture in water: smaller, proportionately more of posterior ¥ of bird

 ralsed out of water. Paddled and turned at a much more rapid rate.

Prior experience with this and similar species:

Lots of Ring-billed Gulls observed in Colorado and California whers= both
Mew Gulls and R-b's simultaneously observed in February 1980. Notes on
observed differences taken at this time in California.

. i 3 03 2 :
- This report was written from notes made durlngm ilgfter __observation;

from memory X a few.

‘Name (print) : __ Mark Holmgrsn (most notes made in conjunction with
Robert Andrews) '
Mailing address: 1915% Goss Strest, Boulder, Colorado 80302

Signature: Iﬂ\ c;‘-_b hi}ﬁ,l o_guu_._ qs 3/6\/3,0

Return Form To:

CF0 Records Committee

c/o Curator - Dept. of Zoological Collections
Denver Museum of Natural History

City Park

Denver, CO 0 80205

g



DRI -5 A O Y -2~ ) ,Ru9+éfffeaﬂ on the basis of these arks:

73 -907

SN /;Gn.h 1950 - Robeer A—r«ciwws

___Elimination of SIPTH'QJ’ 5FeC1es

Small size and numerous plu.ma.cbe. A evences eus.fo <eparate Mew Guld

"G'Om a..LL gu\.us D-XCEpT Qr@- b(“éd Gu.u _ﬂ\g ‘F;:{owwa dA.SCuuslon 5cf>am'¥€o

_the observed brz:lﬂQ-nﬁ-B lled | and alse identbes it as L-E-_%mck@nckus

__rathec than L.c. canus .

Bt _The bid was cfeorfzf_ . mbk Hom a_ ﬁmg -billed Gu.fu even a.

/orr’mn'e; not 05 dork a8 jn  delawarensis

Jack of the il band of delawarenss Crather, much F_ the tarl wos dadk)

S i s und&rfu:‘f: “no.:"Htr L. Lovhide. de/awarensf‘s}

A hrie Thexe

o Lo foe B 25 una'erwmg.c S;/very«ymy rol white @3 rm delawrersss

 Ness white in upperwirg s
NS A AR _un(lcormaﬂj fmle e

9eﬂ€rdﬂj wndo em overall ufo((bnm),. rather than whites, more c_@n‘f'vws!‘y e o

e appearanc& of delowarensis

S cfar!cer mece  streated head (la ely whit, muh
m.l.(

< size (not dragnestrc bur erally 'usetod)

ereyces were obs-e/ruad fw 'Hae feld with dicect Comparison unfx

_ NUMensys .sim:rarﬁ .plumﬂ%w\ Q,.'vﬁ, b lled Gulls, and SUPPO.-;{-ec{_L%
_____ details i Lauo and Spencer (1980; 8 34 HI-1T)._

- The bid wus clecxritj S meh.n’-‘n-n-bl\-u bNCL\rl‘#ntI&uI CUS. west coost)

rather than L.c . canus Eurppe based on these characienspis (Hon
—— _Lawe and Spencer i980):

Lc. canus has o clear cut all band coith H-He 0r _no marking on
_the whie base of the sl and Coverts  white (and_{argcly. unmarted )

head ard undexparts . Tadeed, . ¢. Canus move closely re seumbfes
L. dg\audweas[s than t dees L. [ i)rac.h(;\_t;'_n(hu;,

Vote. The descmpbon of  the bird anc/r“{'r__sefmrafbn we) made From my

written feld wetey, witkout close Exammation of the p".e‘lbs laten 51 8. Qozinski.

J]eaw-IT mottled fail Coyerls, whith are _mere{y .S/&?fﬁg/ en_defawiarensss . ;

oh less marted i de!awarﬂrsfs\

than in  delewarensis (Mdee’d’ ho whie bot
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CFO-ORC FILE #23-80-17

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM {\
i NEW STATE RECORD l? UNUSUAL RECORD E
Please print or type. -E;;ach photographs and additional pages if necessary.
Species: Mey Gull I us brachyrhynchus
(Vernacular MName) Scientific Name)

Date(s): _7 March 1980

ilumber of birds seen: 1 Sex: un Plumage: 1st winter
Locality: Sloan's Lake, SW side ‘Elevation: 5200
Nearest town: Denver County: Denver

Time(s) observed: 2:30 approx. 1/2 hour

Duration of observation (e.g. l.sec., 5 min., etc.): 1/2 hour

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
Robert Andrews and Mark Holmgren :

- ---

Other observers who saw the bird indepenciently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers)
* Many : . e '

Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strergth of 1ight):
overcast to bright indirect sun

Optical eyuipment used (e.g. power, types): 15-60 B&L scope.and 7x35 Binoc.

Distance, and how measured: Minimuml5 meters measured by camera lense scale

If photographed, type of equipment and film: 500 mm Minolta Mirror lense

Who else photographed the bird? Robert Rozinski

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
The bird was mixed with ring-billed gulls towards which it acted aggressive. The bird was quite
wary compared to some of the Ring-billed's. It was observed feeding, walking, snoozing and stand
ing on the grass as well as flying in circles of the general area. the bird along with the R.B.s
did not want to leave the area until aprox. 3 P.M. when all left the area and fly out over the
lake. In flight bird was more rapid and lighter in bouyancy when in water. Very dainty bird.

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.

Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used

to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il-

lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:
Overall sizel0 % smaller than most Ring-bill's with smaller, rounder head. Bill show little or
no gondeal angle and was relatively shortand bi-colored(light basally) Head was pale whitish
gray with light brown streaks on crown and nape of neck. Streaking on the rest of the head was
lighter with the center of throat and breast white. Sides of breast more darkly streaked and lg °
blackish- gray patch on belly. Dark around eye and dark eye..Back gray, Rump heavily barred brow
Tail distally dark for greater than half it's length, overall tail lightly tipped with buff (new
feathers)Undertail covertsheavily barred much like rump though somewhat darker.Upper wing coverts

mottled pa @ brown over light back ground. All flight feathers dark almost blackthough the inner



Description (continued): .
i re pale silver. Subterminal bar on secondaries conspicuous in flight and on the grou
primaries we . 3

-

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):

None heard

+

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird: E
open water and grass on edge of reservoir.

How did you;gliminate similarly appearing species?

Ring-billed is the only similar gull, Speararted from that by: Bill small and much thinner, 1itt]
€ gondeal angle.Darker more streaked head and nape. overall darker bird with dark belly,

Xtensive experiance with Mew in California and Ring-billed throughout the U.S

List books, 11llustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:

a) at time of observation:
; field guides

b) after observation: Dwight- Gulls of the World and Lauro

and Spencer 1980. A method for separa
ating juvenal and first-winter Ring-billed and Common Gulls., Amer. Birds 34:111-117 S

e during xxx , after observation from memory
Date and time report was written: 1 October 1980
Reporting observer: Charles Chage III Signature:

Address: Denver Museum of Natural History

A11 reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL  COLLECTIONS

DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK

DEHVER, CO 80205



