Mark Holmgren ' 2

2355 Panorama Ave.

APPENDIX IL Boulder, Colorado 80302
DOCUMENTATION OF RAKE BIRD SIGHTINGS 23 - 81-1
_ FOR
THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS pi
Species: Mew Gull - Larus canus
(Vernacular name) (Scientific name)

I1f you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of B el
- your observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, ‘o »
and would like to share this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilers of regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifi- .
cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years
from now -- must have a written record on which to depend. By providing
the verifying written description, you are employing a basic rule of the
scientific method.

‘We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and _
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thua =
this request is an cffort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the '

ure. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer.

L

Dates (s):__ 28 April 1981 Time Bird Scen: 5320 pem.to 6330 p.n." H»
Locality :_ Unlon Reservoir, Weld County, Colorado
__Longmont, Golorado (Boulder County)

Nearest town, county and state:

Optical equipment: 8.5 x 44 Swift Audubon binoculars, 20X wi €
lens on a Bushnell Spacemaster II scope

1f photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used:_no photo as of 29 l,prﬂ

Alternate II or Alt. III
Number of birds seen: 1 Sex: 2 Plumege: (w 2nd summer) (adult am

Bright sunlight early and late in observation peried,

west south west of the bird, observers to morth of 'M.ﬂl
Distance from bird, and how measured: 25 = 30 met

Light conditions:

Describe the bird's overall behavior: Bird first seemn Blttiﬂzs.m low
weedy vegetation at reservoir's edge near the northwest corer.
Later 1t walked east and ueat, but never more than 10 metsrs from

| %&gﬁﬂagmkﬁ%cﬁ weT ; \ggﬂ%mgigggadhﬂggo No '“ar“m

Union Reservoir is a large rural reservolr used primarily for
agriculture and recreation. The northeast corner muiably has

VATEPS 150 The, S4BR, MR bRy SUATATLE, LHEPTALGT AL 060 (oASRS aLake-

address): 221~
Timms Fowler, 1805 Shields, #H?7, Ft. Collins, Colo. 80526 2318
Mike Middleton : Blg-9233
The Halseys, 530-1628

e
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Mew Gull Description

28 April 1981
Description of the Bird. Mark Holmgren

Bill and Soft Parts ,
Bill size was shorter than any Ring-billed Gulls bill that I've
Been, both in terms of absolute size and size relative to the head.
Length of exposed culmen was approximately 1/2 the length of the
head (see drawing). Bill shape not strongly hooked, rather it was
gently curved towards the tip. ,Gonydeal angle smoother than nearby
Ring-bill's. Because of its stuypiness, the bill's depth from
culmen to gonys did not seem particularly shallow. However, it was
no deeper than that of the nearby Ring-blll. Blll color straw yellow
basal 2/3 (Fowler: greenish straw), black distal 1/3, tip yellow,
but this was so restricted that it was visible only in the best light
through a scope. Orbialring red. This character was evident to me in all
lights and poses, but never evident to Fowler, Halsey, or Middleton.
Iris thoroughly dark, no pale flecking evident. (Fowler and Halsey
Tater sald they saw "a very deep reg ir%a,' but still could not
acknowledge the presence of an eyering. Positlon of eye relative.
to mouth corner In this bird the eye was immediately posterior to &
Vertical line marking the mouth corner. (See drawing and Fowler's
comments on this observation.) In the Ring-bill, the eye was set
further behind this line. eg 1 th proportionately longer than
in Ring-bill to the extent t when both birds stood together
their be%iiesluere approxina;ely eveni The left leg was injured
and the rd limped. eg color greenish-yellow. cuth lining
never revealed., That of the Ring-bill was orange-red.

Size and Shape /shorter " :
size 10 - 15 ¥ smaller, than adjacent Ring-billed Gull. It was
ost twice as tall as neaﬁbw Porster's Terns. Ef%% shape smaller,
nicely rounded compared to that of Ring-blilled, W owed slightly
longer (hence, flatter) crown. Neck always appeared shorter than that
of Ring-billed.

Plumage
ead, neck, breast, belly, throat pure white with 2 exceptions:
% smudge beneath eye above bill base and, 2) upper breast,
sides of neck showed a few pale-brown smudges znot streaks) left
from previous winter and/or subadult feather generation.
Mantle ever so slightly darker gray than the nearby Ring-bill's.
8 acter was seen and affirmed by all observers. The colors

were compared in excellent light with the birds facing both in
the same direction. Compared to adjacent Forster's Terns, the
mantle colors were very similar. The black on the wings was
restricted to the outer primaries; no black was present on any

of the secondaries. .

) The extent of the
white "mirrors" on the primaries was not noticed?d éa_y‘ appeared
all white 1light. Upper wing co;erts (part of the mantle)
showed no mottling, all gray. Tertlal crescents are the white,
half-moon-shaped terminal fringes on the tertial feathers, although
usually these crescents are visible only on the longest tertial?
In this bird there appeared a slight contrast between the gray
inner feather and its pale fringe, but it was also evident that
the tertials were abraded. Hence, it is difficult to assess this

charactery Underwings never observed.
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Mark Holmgren

This drawing, based on a drawing made in the field, shows the

slze of the bill relative to the head, the position of the

black on the lower and upper mandibles, the shape of the head,

and the position of the eye relative to the corner of the mouth.,
[

This shows the approximate position of the upper breast and ‘side
of neck smudges, as well as thelr shape., - e e

ior experience with this and s ar specles:

Ve observ ew and Ring=- s together in California
during February, 1980. I've seen many Ring-bills of all age cate-
gories in Colorado, On 7 March 1980 I observed a probabhle sube’
adult Mew Gull in Colorado (report on file with the CFO Records.
Committee). In the past year I've studied approximately 40-50"
museun specimens of Mew Gulls in order to familiarize myself
with thelr morphology and plumages . . :

This report was made from notes written directly from the
period of observationg
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Discussion

- There can be little doubt that the bird was elther a Ring-billed
or Mew Gulls In attempting to determine the bird's identity
one must first establish the age of the bird and, secondly, the
extent of feather wears This latter point is ecrucial because 2

" character which might be of use soon after a fresh set of
feathers 1s acquired may resemble that of a similar species after
much abrasion and loss of the feather edge has occurred:s Such
18 the case with the bird is question. I will discuss this in -
further detail later in the report.

Three plumage detalls suggest that the bird had attained or was
very nearly in full definitive adult plumages 1) the mantle was
entirely gray and the secondary coverts lacked any of the mottling
suggesting the presence of retained sub-adult feathers: 2) The
black of the wing-tip was restricted to the primaries; it did not
extend to the primary covertsy 3) The tail was completely whited
The presence of black on the blll cannot be used as a reliable
age character because both the Mew and Ring=-billed Gulls may show
black on the bill in early adult and sub-adult stages (see photo
and discussion in Grant, 1979, p. 151); Most probably the bird
war in the process of acquiring the Alternate III (= 3rd summer)
plumage although, its possible that the bird could approaching
an eadvanced Alternate II (= 2nd summer) plumage. L

The age of a feather and its relative wear must be takem into
consideration when evaluating plumage characters invel¥ ing lighter-.
colored parts of the feather. Grant (1979, pp+v 146,151) discusses
the presence of broad tertial crescents: It is important to
remember that the tertials of this bird are no less than 6 months
old and possibly as much as 8 months olds In this time one can
expect substantial reduction of the pale areas of feathers as

a result of exposure to sun, weather, and physical abrasion?  If

a bird of this feather-age shows tertial crescents then there lies
support for the bird being a Mew Gully If, however, the bird shows
worn edges and lacks the tertial crescents, this cannot be censtrued
as evidence for Ring-billed Gull; Because this bird lacked tertial
crescents and tertial abrasion was noted, this character must be
discarded. Similar logic may be applied to the assessment of the
size of the white mirrors on the two outer primaries, which were

not observed. A lack of long mirrors on the two outer primaries
OE%%d not have been construed as evidence supporting Ring-billed °

The dark eye color and the presence of the heavy blll band
suggests an apparent contradiction of characterss If the bird was
a Ring=-billed Gull, the pale eye should have begun to show by the
2nd summer (Grant, 1979, p.' 166). If the bird was a Mew Gull, why
did it show such a dark heavy bill band at such an advanced age?
In trying to balance these two characters, it 1s my feeling that
greater variability with respect to age can be expected in the
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Discussion (continued)

color and size of the bill band than in the color of the eye.

That the orbital ring had attained its breeding condition (red)
lends support to the notion that the eye also had reached its final
adult colors

The following list summarizes the evidence in the order of their

importance as I view them. The balance of evidence favors the
recommended identification as Mew Gully

Characters suggesting Mew Gull Characters suggesting Ring-billed

mantle color darker gray bill band heavy, dark
eye color dark leg length long
orbital ring red tertial crescents ?

bill size small primary mirrors ?

head size, shape small, round

body size small

leg color greenish=-yellow

neck smdges pale brown

primary mirrors ?
tertial crescents ?

References and Photograph Sources Used in Discussion

Dwight, J¢y, 19253 The Gulls (Laridae) of the World: their ;
Plumages, Moults, Variations, Relationships and Distribution?

%e e :y. at. Hists 52:63-401, :
Grant, P.J., 1979, Fleld Identification of West Palearctic Gulls,

part 27 ﬁ;tilh rds 72: 142-182¢
Lauro, A.J. i encer, 1980, A method for separating
juvenal and first-winter Ring-billed Gulls ( 8 dela 8is

and Common Gulls ( s canus). American Bi 1111=117.
Robbins, C.S., Brunn, B., and Zim, H.S., 1966. 4 guide to Pield

Idmtgioatéma Birds of North Amerioa, Western Publishing

Cos ce'y NoY.

Terres, J.K., 1980; The Audubon Society Encyclopedia of North
American Birds, Alfred A, Knopf, Inoc,, N.Y.

Udvardy, M.F., 1977 The Audubon Soclety Pleld Guide to North
American Birds, Western Region, Alfred A, Knopf, N.Y.

Mark Holmgren
2355 Panorama Avenue ”h\ - ]’3—‘}3_,(;4_.__
Boulder, Colorado 80302 t

303 449-6892 L ﬁ'\ay 198
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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTINGS

FOR
THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS 72/-23,p
'P“\ﬁ ¥ of 4
Species:__ Mew Gull : Larws  comes
(Vernacular name) _ (Scientific name)

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of
your observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,
and would like to share this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilers of regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifi-
cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years
from now -- must have a written record on which to depend. By providing

. the verifying written description, you are employing a basic rule of the
scientific method.

WPt e s

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important end
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examinarion by others in the
future. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer.

Dates (s):_<2 Apri| /98( Time Bird Seen: /720 to /F30

Locality : g»;‘-n fes. , LSeld QQM&

/onjm.n‘f 4 Calﬂ""ljﬂ F
Nearest town, county and state:

Optical equipment: Dushe/( Lishm /0 25D snd o Zox Brohratl Spoceomy toor 2T Seope

If photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used:_Ns,. Fakee .

Number of birds seen: / Sex: £ Plumage: 4/i .7 QL (Alr .ZZ'-.—_E') i

Light conditions: Vorell: cncellnt Limut liviy foo. twrew (obsercore _svoepl of bief) 6o% of
Fime bsarnd ; AU i indimed light P S Clowd covne
Distance from bird, and how measured: 23730 Moty (visucd Crfim.ts)

Describe the Sird's overall behavior: '
:5-,4“? Mo bird £uT on Ma Shirline at A reseenids mucth od: f fobr Stoid, witte) uane |

';-J 1(:';-0? 1(/“.’- wEros; ;4- /.h (ff)
Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird:
/7../.57 -x.,.é. Shorihim loh Sparse Vetibion gl o Mook

e /o‘,-/;u-ﬁ-» // ant SPocres vere ﬂoﬁ'ﬂ.

Other observers who independently identified this bird (Please list name and
address):

STk H. ﬂ./....,m 235-5- Fmr’la—-. Ave. _EQ'-&/. ‘-0_{“02 4?" (1471

M'A. /7, r}% o ‘/‘/?- 7237
7. A /J?S . : Spe~ (527

=4 2S5 =20 pihos 4-7. 1
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APPENDIX II 23 - v/ ’?
DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD STGHTINGS
FOR

THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS

Species:___MEW GuULL : Larus  cawvus

(Vernacular name) (Scicntific name)

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of

© your observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,
and would like to sharc this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilers of regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifi-

cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years
from now -- must have a written record on which to depend. By providing
the verifying written description, you are cmploying a basic rule of the
scientific method. i

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
this request is an cffort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the
future. This procedurc is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer.

Datés (s): A/’}ZJC« 25", 198/ Time Bird Seen: &:<0 M to ('W L
Locality : /MW Cora/fA cﬂ_(._(n.&.”p) fdi.f(’»l:/c';';!./ £ HF wA/évﬂéAﬁj

Lels Co ., C2lensD0 -

“ Nearest town, county and state:

Optical equipment:' BuLileil 7x 35~ Binas,  mny [HOimENEs chm'\?m%
- v AL

I1f photographed, pleasc enclose copy. Equipment used:

: P
Number of birds seen: / Sex: ! Plumage: DL0ul—

Light conditions: ﬂ%ﬂ;y Ciﬁ-x[jy — &0 UbHi—

Distance from bird, and how measured: ESTWhare, 200 7

) 5%’9;\15

Describe the bird's overall behavior: Bizn /@ QL(.LE(- e

AV CCeASiorn( SHIFT TC A pnrchaq:— /)c;ITh.'bJ o A SHoAT™ AU
TO 28fivme A MoeTewlis; STRVONG . UmPen o)™ ) (£ .

Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird:

LEOEE z:c‘/&i!&l/.-?;'t. - o~ A ~varnes/ SRy By WiTH) Lo/
VEEETATICS

Other observers who inlcpendently identified this bird (Please list name and
address):

N HO{rmse)




APPENDIX II Continued

Describe in great detail the bird which you saw. Emphasize particularly the

field marks used to identify the bird, but include a complete description

of the bird. Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details

on shape or size of bill, wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to

field guide descriptions is not enough). Describe what you actually saw in «

the field. 500N ArTEL T ANUVED | A pine-Bills  Gulc (,gom,j FlEw IN
A lavoss inyy 57 of THE “MEW " BlLowirl UBST CompnaySon)
G OVIAMU. Crmpmimc=l  ArPCAN, o Mey) AL :

Arul Plomagr A aoug PM-‘E‘f e /.;;:oﬂ it s Resiyaagps
% . - o Gﬂ‘?‘ MA-NVTUS —

FEWEgry ONL, SRR WA 03 DR TR O i e o4 ket o TR 1

IT bt Blacl AU Mz by o0~ TO Ewo- T cCoudp Sen yaund pp o=

SUNE-BIen, S0 (P Mrw MHed yeued Tir IT wiy Sraud. Bis sy

AN T3y Srnplien , more OUUCaTE —LoOKIngG TiaY Ring — BILEZ - gitt wa,} SUGHL
Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery-- Smaug. ~

i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.: .‘ Ao LA NosuS A
. Waw. . Hood ¢° Vs
NOT HEALD . SWEAL AT A8 premounss Af

I~ U7~ Ao | SAME Colop. pr

. : - LU ~BIWLS e ‘ .
List similar species and how you ecliminated them: HEAS e Chhre 76;?:‘" e
< 4 e

PATEH Penvee) fy& ave BilL. SPAUSA HEADES Tnay NE-BILLD 1,
Lo ﬁ«oﬁw:-J AT AT ke e JBears, NECL -~ A e e '/'-""'%THTM
W FLYTEVRD . [y Cown. ppawc [ SPOIRC wlom wOT :my Y& Mmore £y,

(. NITIAG O @ (v NireBillis Ave  TL2STA 1 /ILL.  mBume very Suéﬂ-::}%
OBNALEA, 6’?4:,-, AvD FONE Crry A NEAY UM - B3I 1 Aas  movE Mw...utn-—@m_;, *
Prior experience with this and similar species: :

NavE, Se&) s Sﬂm‘éf/ Honve [52.) roesy RinG—-Olllio €y

This report was written from notes made during after X observation;
from memory S

Name (print) : ICGIAE (D /0002 7Ta)
Mailing address: S1&S” /9™  St, Beuws,, Co. J030%

Signature: /1/»-#-—'\0\ kA/Q

Return Form To:

CFO Records Committce

c/o Curator - Dept. of Zoological Collections
Denver Museum of Natural History

City Park

Denver, CO 80205

¥ LEGS mene  SUEG -yium) T Yilow Uses o= PAIAEBILLES . O/ VY LHE

ROGE F L S  (wot rODED WML, e Lavien 7234
rUrA1LLes - .



