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NEW STATE RECORD X UNUSUAL RECORD
Species: Eurasian Collared-Dove (Stretopelia decaocto)

Date: 26 June & 9 July 1996  Number seen: two(6/26) - six(7/9) Sex: unknown Plumage: Basic

Locality: Rocky Ford Elevation: 4178
Nearest town: Rocky Ford County: Otero
Time observed: about 10AM Duration of observation: dead bird - hours, live bird - 2 mins.

Description: While driving along westbound US 50 on the outskirts of Rocky Ford, Brian Sullivan and |
noticed a dead bird on the north shoulder that was obviously a dove. One wing was partially extended
and as | drove by the bird, | noticed a tri-colored pattern on the upper surface of the wing. | immediately
told Brian that | thought the bird was a Eurasian Collared-Dove and | quickly pulled over so that we could
retrieve the specimen. When | picked up the bird, | confirmed that it was a Eurasian Collared-Dove, by
the large size (larger than a Mourning Dove would have been), the pale coloration, the black nuchal colla
the tri-colored wing pattern (blackish outer primaries, gray wing coverts, and whitish inner primaries and
outer secondaries (vaguely recalling the pattern of an adult Sabine’s Gull), and blackish undertail coverts

We put the bird in the car and drove off. | hadn’t driven 1/4 mile when | noticed a dove on a wire on the
south side of the road. As we drove by it, | checked it out and yelled, “It's a live one!” Again, | quickly
pulled over and Brian and | got out and looked at the bird. The bird on the wire differed in no respect fron
the dead one in the car, other than it was obviously alive and obviously not in my car.

Since we were heading from the field back to the office, we dropped the specimen off at the Denver
Museum of Natural History. As of this writing, the bird has still not been prepared or accessioned. On 9
July, field work again took me to the area, so | checked in on the birds and found at least six present in
and near the town of Rocky Ford.

The identification of the birds is correct. The only real question is origin. The available North American
field guides either do not depict this species or simply mention it in passing. Therefore, most birders do
not know what it looks like or that the species is undergoing an explosive increase in population and
distribution in the New World after introduction to the Bahamas and subsequent spread to Florida. At the
turn of the century, this species was, in Europe, restricted to the extreme southeast corner of that
continent. At some point early in this century the species achieved a releasing mechanism that enabled i
to thoroughly colonize all of Europe in something less than 40 years. The species’ pattern of colonizatior
of Europe is termed “jump-dispersal’, in that outposts are established well outside the leading edge of
advancing occupation by dispersing individuals. The intervening areas of no invaders is then filled by
dispersing individuals from both directions. There is an extensive literature on the species’ invasion of
Europe in the ornithological journals.

This is apparently what Eurasian Collared-Doves are doing in North America, as, while the species was
stil basically restricted to the Florida peninsula, it established breeding colonies in Georgia, Tennessee,
and Louisiana. Currently, the species is found the length of the Gulf Coast from Florida to Louisiana and
there are known populations in Texas and South Carolina with reports of the species from Oklahoma and



lllinois. | can only believe that the Rocky Ferd population (now in excess of 12 individuals) is the result of
a recent arrival of individuals dispersing from other breeding areas. | believe that the occurrence of a
population in Campo may also support that explanation. In future, it won't matter if my analysis is correct
or not, as Eurasian Collared-Doves will become widespread and numerous in Colorado, making the
source of the Rocky Ford birds a moot point.

Similar species eliminated: Mourning Dove by shorter, squared-off tail, upper wing pattern, and head
pattern; Ringed Turtle-Dove by size (too large for Ringed), upperwing pattern, and undertail coverts
coloration.

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery (i.e. from perch, in flight,
duration): The bird on 26 June did not vocalize.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly-appearing (and -sounding) species? | have
seen 100s of Eurasian Collared-Doves in Florida, where | spent one whole winter. | have been urging
birders everywhere to look for the beast and document its spread. | have seen uncountable bazillions of
Mourning Doves (all over North America), and quite a lot of Ringed Turtle-Doves (in captivity).

Light conditions: Sun was behind me when | saw the dead bird and was mostly backlighting the live bird
when | first saw it.

Optical equipment used: Zeiss 7x42

Distance, and how estimated: dead bird was in hand, live bird was estimated at 75 feet
Other observers who saw the bird with you: Brian Sullivan

Other observers who saw the bird independently: numerous

If photographed, type of equipment and film: photographed with Nikon 8008s with 300mm lens and
1.4x converter on Fujichrome Sensia 100 film

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this influenced your
identification:

a) at time of observation: none b) after observation: none

This report was written from notes made shortly after observation.

Reporting observer: Tony Leukering Signature: /{}7?& ZHM@

Address: Colorado Bird Observatory, 13401 Piccadilly Road, Brighton, CO 80601

Date report was written: 26 December 1997 (Sorry for the extreme tardiness of this report!)







¢, CNowe

25-96-%4

-1 Cq

LEU K ek G

Ty

Pyere

=g bdsdi]






2946-94

¢ . Cruet

o L6651 udV L66T "¥dY
Suissooau Bunssadal,
IWOIND

&L



CFO-ORC FILE # 25- %'34

Also T oten /w
COLORADO FIELD ORWITHOLOGISTS = SIGHT RECORD FORM . ‘}C) ﬂfi) / f¢;j J &hwgi-fé
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Please print or type. Attach photographs and add1tiona1 _pages if necessary.
Species: EuR AS ik wLLAr-({E‘D poveE l STREPTOPELL A DEehocTo

(Vernacular MName) (Scientific Name)
Dat_e(s): pECEMBER T I‘*?'Lé
ilumber of birds seen:“ M Sex: U icpgw IV Plumage:__ ApuL T
Locality: Rocikd  EoRD -Elevation: 4—150'
Hearest town: Rocicy . FeRRf) County: eT¢Ro
Time(s) observed: i 91 pm
Duration of obtservation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): o -2 MinuTES

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):

MARK: TAVSS WARREN  Anvck o SPENCER. - ol

Other observers who saw the bird indepencently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers)

MAvY  OBSCRVERS., :
Light conditions (position of bird to 1ight and shade, direction and strergth of light):

BRIGHT SUNSHKNE ;
Optical eyuijpment used (e.g. power, types): (e x4e  BiVeTuclfRRs

Distance, and how measured: 3-S5t YARDZX =

If photographed, type of equipment and film:

Who else photographed the bird?

escribe the bird's behavior {z.g. f']ying, feeding, or habits used in {dentifying):

Birer were  Movive  BETweW  CoTTOWWeTDA  PvD  0THER TREES.
STME  EVENTWALLY  fFrew FuRTHER Awhyg  AeRos3 THE FIEZDS,

Descrite in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Inciude details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field: .

THE P ROZ. WERC  ABouT THE Same LENGTH RS & Heupwinl Deve,
IWC-‘VEK' THEY o A Mucet SKRTER | SQUARE TRIL fwd A BICKER gmy’

So THAT THEN WERE MucH RuckieR TH™W A MeurnNinGg DeveE,



Descriptien (cont:inue_d_)_'l:_‘ i e L S ‘
The Bke: pao b PINK HeR) AvD BeemsT WiTH f B HF  CoudR
WITH A THY  feR oF WhTE ABsve T, THE ENE WS RED  AND

THE Rl | wihtd wi  (vaer THAN N Moulnm G o«v&" WA BLAck. THE

fooy  wPs  DARK , uT THE  TL 4 'l',,_qzy PROUNVeNT WHITE C{RN(RSI
WIICHE = SHu B 5" & THME BAvD e vameRwen 1 T e TIPS ot

VEEN  paRK AT QLA | At THE wexT  Re Ren,
: )

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including ﬁ:ethod of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration): -

No ecders CQuueN

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
CeTTovWe) TREES  ARowno Howses AwWD A Earel o €. cotaRADo PLAING,

How did you'eliminate similarly appearing species?
WHRTE —wWiNGED Pave  —. No  wipere IN WInvG  BlAek LV TE CoUAR.
Rinvcem - TURTLE  Qove — beoy oz T3 PARK  wihTe ABeve fLAc CowAR -

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
TS iS Aw EXTREMELY  cemmiow $HeTies i EN&LMD‘, WHERE 1 LT
SAW T v NevemMBerR 1996, Riwceo TURTLE ~00vE  Serw 1V cAPTIvITY.

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification: : '

a) at time of Stservation:  Neowe

b) after observation: The RirDX "og:- 82 T~ & FURGPE © Hew ?.E'L’ = T‘C.'E'ﬂ & Pans coew

’
This report was written from reports made during » after observation from memory .
Date and time report was written: Ipm  MARCH Jo (997

Reporting observer: PeT2R_ R, CenT Signature: P:,é.'/ £, &p#\.t
Address: T e U BouOER o Soo3.

~ A1l reports will te maintained permanently at the address below:

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTHMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY .
CITY PARK
DEIVER, CO 80205
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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE
Streptopelia decaocto

Location: On Road FF about 1 mile northwest of downtown Rocky Ford; Otero County, Colorado
Date: July 11 through December 1996 (on. 12 different dates)

This small colony was originally discovered by Tony Leukering. These birds were seen by scores of Colorado
birders.

Background:

| had heard about this species being sighted in the vicinity but | was unable to locate them at first. | finally found
them singing and perched in trees around the Good News barber shop on the north side of Highway 50 just north
of town. | eventually determined that this small colony was most easily found just north of the Good News barber
shop on Road FF near a house and feed lot. The birds (up to 12) were pretty easily seen. | was successful on
12 of 13 attempts. The birds frequent the large cottonwoods where they hang out together in twos, threes and
fours. | occasionally heard them call, sometimes persistently, even in December. The call is clearly dovelike but
unfamiliar to me. It consists of 3 notes, clear and cooing, like a Mourning Dove, but with the first note shortest,
the second note accented and the third note lowest... "coo COOOOQO cooo". The cooing bird actively displays to
its chosen one, head bobbing and posing. The birds flap dryly when bursting into flight and frequently circle and
return to a nearby perch. Sometimes they fly away to neighboring houses. All appeared to be unbanded and
wild. | saw them in a variety of conditions and with both binoculars and scope.

S ——

It is a largish dove, larger and stockier than a Mourning Dove (but perhaps the same length because of the
Mourning Dove's pointed tail), but smaller-bodied than a Rock Dove. It is overall unscaled, a light sandy-buff in
color, generally quite light looking. The upper tail and primaries are dark gray. The wing in the perched bird
shows nearly blackish primaries contrasting with the grayish coverts. In flight the wing is three-toned: light gray
inner wing; bluish-gray center of the wing and blackish primaries. The undersides are similarly sandy-buff and
the undertail coverts are medium gray. The tail is quite long and square. The undertail shows an extensively
white tip, obvious in the fanned tail in flight, and a blackish base. The bill is dark, quite large and swollen at the
tip. The legs and feet are reddish. The eye is dull red and the eyering is a silvery-blue color. The bird has a
narrow black hind collar on the back of the neck.

Similar Species:

The identification of the bird is not much in question. The combination of largish size, black collar and lack of
white in wing eliminate all common doves. Domestic collared doves (DCD) are eliminated by: 1) call (not rolled
as in DCD); 2) large plump size; 3) grayish plumage (not creamy or pinkish as in DCD); 4) gray (not whitish)
undertail coverts.

Exper T —

| have seen this species before in Florida.

This report is prepared from notes made after observation.

Mark Janos
10 Sedum Ct. (2
Pueblo, CO 81001



EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE

Streptopelia decaocto

Location: On Road FF about 1 mile northwest of downtown Rocky Ford; Otero County, Colorado
Date: July 11 through December 1996 (on 12 different dates)

| would like to argue that it is likely that this bird has arrived by natural means.

1. These birds acted wild and wary.

2. None of the birds are banded.

3. Inquiries of local residents shows that none of them raises doves or pigeons of any kind and that no one is
aware of anyone who does.

4. Residents first noted them approximately the winter of 1995-1996 and they apparently amrived naturally.
5. This species is rarely kept or raised by dove fanciers (as opposed to the domestic Ringed Turtle-Dove).
6. There has been no collared-dove importation into the U.S. in 30 years.

7. Eurasian Collared Dove has demonstrated an explosive range expansion in this century. It has colonized
Europe and Great Britain in the last 65 years. - It reached Iceland in 1971. Although it is not known for sure how it
reached the Bahamas Islands, it was present there in 1975. It colonized Florida by apparently natural means by
the mid-1980s.

8. The species has a natural westward axis of expansion. It has appeared in sporadic locations north and west of
Florida in the last 10 years. This includes Tennessee, Louisiana and Oklahoma. The pattem is of a sudden
"hop-scotch”" westward expansion of several hundred miles, followed by several years of "back-filling" of range.
The appearance in Colorado fits this description.

While wild origin can never be "proven" it appears that this species is much more likely wild than the result of a
local escape of caged birds.
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