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Addendum to report:

This report is being sent in to document the first sighting of Eurasian Collard Dove in
Boulder County, Colorado. While Eurasian Collared Dove is no longer a rarity in
Colorado, it had not yet appeared in all counties in the state and | want to document
this first sighting in Boulder, County.

On the first Boulder Bird Club Wednesday Roadrunners trip of the summer on May 7,
12003, the group led by Eric Zorawowicz went to Doudy Draw, Boulder, County, CO. As
we left the bridge about a mile up the draw and continued a short ways south on the
trail, | looked back towards the dead top branches of the old, mature cottonwood trees
that grow beside the irrigation ditch near the metal bridge crossing the water, | saw a
dove fly into the top area of the tree. | called out that a dove was landing in the tree.
No one bothered to look at it. Hohum, just another dove. Seeing this | immediately
thought back to a time, many years ago when | was on a trip with David Leatherman
and we were looking for a Varied Thrush he had found previously. | remember asking
him then, how he had found the bird and he said, “ When you want to find a rare bird
you always have to look at every bird of a similar species. i.e. if you want to find a
Varied Thrush you have to look at every robin, etc.etc” . | though it very good advice
and have always since tried to follow his advice.

Upon seeing that no one had bothered to look at the dove, | proceeded to give “my
David talk”, and said, “ No one even bothered to look at the dove, and yet any day now
we might have the first Eurasian Collared Dove in Boulder County, but if you don’t look
at every dove, you won't be the one to find it, etc, etc. | stood talking to the group and
did not look further at the dove, but one gal Burr Toohey, (1630 Wilson Ct., Boulder,
CO 80304) said she had never seen a Eurasian Collared Dove and proceeded to look
it up in her field guide and continued to look at the bird. Soon she called us to come
back and look because she was sure that the bird was indeed a Eurasian Collared
Dove, from what she had seen in her field guide. Sure enough, the scope was placed
on the bird and everyone in the group had good clear looks at the bird through the
scope before it flew away toward the southwest. Yes, it was indeed the first sighting of
a Eurasian Collared Dove in Boulder County and was clearly seen by all 20 participants
on the trip.

The teacher did not unfortunately follow her own advice, but luckily “the student” took it
to heart and thus became the one to first identify the bird. | was very proud that Burr
had taken my advice. We owe it all to David Leatherman for that good advice given
many years ago.

Suzi Plooster
May 13, 2003



