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Eurasian Collared-Dove 1/31/04
A: Habitat

Urban area, the birds were seen on power lines and in trees near an old house, The house was on large lot
adjacent to a wooded area.

B: Behavior

The birds were perched in the same manner as a Mourning Dove during the majority of our observation.
Two of the birds flew from the trees to the power line and returned to the trees a short time later.

C: Description

Generally stocky build, with overall light tan coloring. Size appeared to be about the same as a Mourning
Dove, the only other birds around for size comparison were much larger Rock Pigeons. Dark bill, no cheek
markings, did not note eye color, distant black neck-collar, and broad light tail-band. At rest the tail
appeared to be square ended and in flight somewhat rounded and definitely not pointed with very obvious
tail band.

D: Similar Species

Mourning Dove: No winter records in this area that I know of, Mourning Dove has slighter build , cheek
patches, no neck-collar, and pointed tail with white outer feathers but no broad tail band.

Ringed Turtle-Dove: Would occur here only as an escape, none are known in the area. Ringed Turtle-
Dove is lighter in color than EUCD and similar in build to Mourning Doves. I did not note the color of the
undertail coverts.

E: Prior Experience

I have seen many Eurasian Collared-Doves in south Florida and in the small towns of eastern Colorado, all
places were Mourning Doves and Eurasian Collared-Doves occur together.

F: Books And Other References:
Checked Ringed Turtle-Dove in Sibley after the observation.
G: Other Notes:

These birds have been in the same Rifle neighborhood since 7/14/03 or earlier. They were first found by
Kim Potter and subsequently by Forrest Luke, Vic Zerbi, Art Dahl, and myself on several visits.



