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I was hiking the Cub Lake Trail in RMNP with a small group of beginning/intermediate
birders from a workshop I was leading at YMCA of the Rockies, when I heard a vocalization
upslope that I didn’t recognize. It consisted of four loud slow buzzes, each slightly downslurred,
and all the same (no change of pitch); they had a nasal, fussy quality like a vireo scold note, but the
pattern was that of a song. It thus sounded something like bzzh, bzzh.bzzh, bzzh, or beer, beer,
beer .beer. This was repeated tirelessly, each repetition taking about 1.5 to 2 seconds, with pauses
of 10 seconds or more between bouts.

I clambered up the slope among mature aspens and shrubby understory with fallen logs and
finally found, to my surprise, that the singer was a male Black-throated Blue Warbler, of which I o
had brief but excellent views as it perched on shaded lower branches of the aspens just above me. . -
It was small, trim, all dull blue-gray above (head and back), with an extensive solid black face,
throat, and upper breast and a white lower breast and belly. A small squarish white patch in the
primaries was conspicuous. There were no visible wingbars or other obvious field marks. The
undertail seemed to be blackish distally and white at the base.

I spent quite a bit of time calling my group up and helping them get views of the bird, and it
was unfazed by this activity, simply continuing to sing away at the same pace and explore the
under-canopy of the aspens in a leisurely fashion, never moving outside a radius of maybe 100 feet
from where I first located it. Later, as we rounded a switchback up the trail and turned back by
this area at a higher level, the bird was still singing. We were about 80-85% of the way from the
trailhead to Cub Lake itself, just before the steepest part of the trail, and a contour map suggested
that we were at about 8400 feet.

The bird’s song was, in quality, typical of Black-throated Blues I have heard elsewhere,
but it did not ascend in pitch, even on the last note. Most of the repetitions were of four notes,

occasionally three.
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